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William C. Placher and Derek Nelson compile significant passages written by the most important

Christian thinkers, from the early church through the Middle Ages, and up to the beginning of the

sixteenth century. Illustrating the major theologians, controversies, and schools of thought,

Readings in the History of Christian Theology is an essential companion to the study of church

history and historical theology. Excerpts are preceded by the editors' introductions, allowing the

book to stand alone as a coherent history. This revised edition expands the workâ€™s scope with

the addition of many new texts, especially those from the voices of women and others who have

been marginalized from the theological tradition. This valuable resource brings together the writings

of major theologians from the churchâ€™s history for a new generation of students.
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"This thoughtful collection of works from the Early Church to the Late Middle ages provides an

excellent introduction to the history of Christianity. This diverse anthology includes selections from

normative and non-normative authors, from well-known and lesser known writers, from men and

women, from theologians and mystics. The insightful chapter introductions and brief summaries of

each reading make this a reliable guide for the student and teacher alike."  --Carl Beckwith, Beeson

Divinity School, Samford University

William C. Placher was Charles D. and Elizabeth S. LaFollette Distinguished Professor in the

Humanities and Chair of the Department of Philosophy and Religion at Wabash College in



Crawfordsville, Indiana. He is the author or editor of a number of books, including A History of

Christian Theology, Essentials of Christian Theology, and Jesus the Savior, all published by

Westminster John Knox Press. Derek R. Nelson is Associate Professor of Religion at Wabash

College in Crawfordsville, Indiana. He is the author of Sin: A Guide for the Perplexed and What's

Wrong with Sin and coauthor of A History of Christian Theology, Second Edition, published by

Westminster John Knox Press.

This companion volume to William Placher'sÂ A History of Christian Theology: An IntroductionÂ is a

nice, concise collection of primary texts from the history of the Christian church. Placher's selections

are strongest in their variety: he really has a diverse group of authors and touches on an excellent

amount of ideologies through the primary texts. His weakness is in the amount of each text he

provides. While it would be difficult to really put an adequate amount of all of the sources he has,

there are some seminal works that lack the necessary amount of the primary source.Placher does

provide well written summaries and introductions to each of the sources. All in all, a great anthology

of Christian theological history.

Came in good condition.It was satisfactory for my class.No review on the content of the book.

I really enjoyed this. Learned a lot about the early church, the development of the Roman Catholic

Church. A must read for clergy.

ok

Great book!

Good test. Really helped in the class.

The chapters are writings from the time around Christ or just after. it is a different form than you are

used to reading.

This is an excellent collection of writings from the great Christian thinkers. It is a good book for the

purpose of gaining a basic understanding of the various authors that are touched on but their

complete works are not included.
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